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The Whitesburg Company of the Kentueky
National Guard was organized In
time ago In Kentucky mountain history
Klux Klan which was
terrorizing Letcher and adjoining countie=, and
whose influence was
Whiteghurg company Immedlatoly began waging
& contlict simllar to the United States punitiva
That Is why only mons

HE TWhitesburg, Ky, eompany Fike has also noted mountnln phiyslcian,

F?

The membera x band of Ku
Tauvlor, and the

aecluded =pot

¥ I , that the enemy,
of the French-Eversole
axternmiinated both
and, as has been sald, “"Dead men
PErsONS Wera

which this company was or.

clions of the feud-
tell no talen.'

public rondway on Cumberland Mouniains

ganized hiad beon .
ing across into Virginia

For days Lhey
axpedition Inte Meaxlco
and relatives belonged te the company In 1918
the formnation of tha
¥ was the nssaesination of twelve
vomen and children—a= they rode In a

» suppreas the lawlesaness rampant during the The Mullins ware driving
well and per-
wrought In econfusion, Its sillineas

by hundrods of rifle shots from Lhe «
tha lives of alx of the family of seven were for-
Here |a the sosna that met ths eyves of
who waera called

#r tnble In his

home In the town of Hazonr njoying his sup-

Some vears later there was an aceastonnl ot nation
break of the Ku Klux Kla® in Perry County, and
o number of innocent

the hundreds
mountain trall,

A newn item might he writ-
ril¥, tha 1ooal newwspaper of :

Thnat in tha wny This aroused all

af tha housshald, Ten
gasping for his last bresth across tha hreast of
} who was dead

had plerced her heart

In tha same county, but not connected with
*as the boulder hasm been knowe
» which a com-
however

ald and saved his 1fe

wersole vendettn that wageéd for
At least forty personn were killed
County on the north wans the scane of the Jonas.-

Wright feud war of ten

mentiun of the fact if the Hem did not got loxt.
But the Whitegburg com

nationally famous
The fact thiat it has

volupres 1o those who res el

were murdered, (L |s stated by people who lve
y Al work that I8 [ sha county
fin tha opposite alde lay two sons and a davgh-
wstarsd oul means yenrs' duratlion
thelr rifle

Rowlet

vears old, tho only survining member, jumped
from the shackly old wagon Just as the firing
wnz begun and fled for his 1ife.

Shot after shot was fred at him as ha dipap-
penred Into tha underbrush
the crown of his hat sand a third eut his sus-
pender In twaln.

Ku Klux Bred by Feuds
th euds © he Kens i .
s s Maore Than Thirty Slain

Kian, It ean be muld In the WILIGHT of Latcher rape
In that vast reglon ean recite of
assnssinations
Bloody K. 1. K., as It in often termed
Counly saw her exciting days duritig the Cock-
rell-Hargin feud.
with more or lems Ku Klux Kilan depredations

I'lke County on the enst
MeCoy feud waged with deathly fervor for the
long yeurs of ita relgn.
Coy feud hns been halted indefinitely, but thera
vet sympathizers In both factions that de-
the dolngs of each other
with a burning hatred that may one day ter-

minate In something desperate 1o the pea > and

ire nover discussed oxcept Two balls plerced
Kian wor to a close than any other
y piows means that mnn In the state, communded Lhe forces on the

prmoldering In tha Sovaral skirmishen ware fought over the Knatt

An Enemy to End of Time

ODAY, with tears trickling down his cheeka,

John Harrison Mulllns recites (he experi-
onres of that day, whila now and forever, even
after death, he swenrs,
enemy of the Ku Klux Klan.
& higher power that ha will fight thems to a fin-
ish tor all time, and, ke most mountalneers,
Mullins has been true to his words, his convie-

border in Letcher County during the war
wir which put more than thirty peopls sleeping
on the hillgldes

From the organlzation of the Ku Klux ilan
wenr 18680 up to 1898 —
veurs—many murders and rob-

saw her Hatfleld-
. the fact that the sompany recently
wod mos=tly of sona nand relatives The Hatfiald-MMe-
gervant at the Craft home.

ysed until the victims weres half dead,

Mulllns Iy an avowed
Ha has sworn by

in Latcher County
a relgn of twelve
beries were committed

Turing thesa vears a gplrit of contantion was
belng waged between Dir. M, B. Taylor, once a

‘hist in Itself shows the =pirit of the Kentucky

mountaineer— "'Song
5w el went In pursult of the outlaws.

presant gencration. Wand avertook the outlaws at Poons HIill at the

s

lime nor change can effect nothing o

Nis case,

Threa monthas later it bacame known that De.
Tavier and the Flemings wera Ku Klux Kian
members, were avowed enemies of the Mulline
fumily, and had not been seen sinca the duy be-
fors the day of battle. Beveral notabls circum-
Alances wera ahown that thess men wara gullty
of the murder of the Mulllna family, and must
ba proven wso, athérwise a dark blot would be
cast upon the officlials of the two ecommon-
wealths, Kentucky and Virginia.

Wisa County and the State of Virginin offerad
rawards of $500 for each outlaw, while the Stata
of Kentueky and Leteher County put on nnother

§600 for each. Detectivas and oounty sheriffs
Legan aystamatle sedrches
For monthas the search was kept up At

lenglh the' outlawa wera found near Canden-on-
the-Gauley River, Gresnbrier County, West Vir-
ginia, heavily fortified.

The oMcers knew that to charge on them
meant death, as they had a wagon load of mu-
nitlons stored In their retrest, At length &
charge was made, which resulted In a glorloun
viotory for the oMears. Dpe Taviar, the declded
leader, was captured, Cal Flemings CAD-
tured and Henan Flemlngs was and
he gave up in the thickeat of the battle

They wera brought tn Wike Courthouse, Vir-
ginla, and placed In the County Jall armid the
most Intense that known

wans

wonnded,

excitement WhE &ver

Court

Liy Tay or recelved o death =entence, whil
the two Flamings brothers were ench glven 1ifs
tences in the Viegihniae Feniientin cio
or, the =ame yoor, Dir. Tavier w i 1
prtieipntion in e rime o i A
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Alaperserl 1o the mountaln fustne <
o bod) alane In the now
length Il m peotad’ thar Tol [
v Jender o Ul lopredatd 4 h
Metalledl 1o Gov ackhny e Nkeawls
nlaced o reward of $1000 rach upon e o s Of
iwn Rewvnolda and a Fotter., while §ii U
nlaced upon the remalnlng thirtesn A few dava
ster, and at the exact moment that SHenator
writllam Goebel fell in the Capltn)l sauare In
Prankfort. Willlam 8§ Wrichty » prominent and
woslthv lageing man, lkewise fell from the
wands of assasslps ne ha wos riding long th
pulille road nenar his home, an route to work on
Reone n Fork Creek, in the heiart of the Ku
Klux Kian region
- - -

Entire State Indignant
NDREDS of other depredations wers com-
mitted throughout the county
wave aof indig-

H'
spsninatlion of Wright caused a
tn swoaep over the entire siate

but the ase
One o
froaty night in Novemher of the previous year,
Sexton, a blind mnfl earrier, was called
ferom his home on the Camp Branch Creek ot
midnight and moxt horrihly wlipped. A brother
riurhed (o the scene, procurod medical

rEn

In the same month tha hand whippsd a dozan

or more of helpless women in the vicinity and

mads the nighta hideous by thae constant fire of
A few nights later the home of Ar.
Hala, postmaster at Rockhouss, was
fired into, and the family were given a 2logs es-
A stoam grist mill and a number of
protty homea wers burnad In the nelghborhood

of Rockhonse Creek

TLeaving that section. the Ku Klux Klan mem=-

bars moved to Boone's Fork In the uppes part
of ths county,
tilities,
at Boone's Fork they entered the homa of John
P. Craft, a

whers they wera to rensw hos.
On the second night after their arrival

reapectabla river farmer, and
whipped Mra, Della Craft and Sarah Clesk, a
Hickory clubs wers

A mob of enraged eltizans was organizad, and
The citigens’

juntor,
the

nere

existing I

Elkhomn
by the Klan on Elkhorn Creek in the same
month, and not an arrest waas mude.

ains as

mouth of Hoona's Fark, a noted camping ity
and axactly at -the midnight hour, In the moons
light, & feros, desperats, hand-fo-hand battle
was fought

Lend was pumped at hoth factions for half an
hour. In the terribla confllet thres horses wers
¥illed. ©Ona of them proved to ba & fine stasdy
the propsrty of BElains Comba, but he was bee
llaved not to have been a mamber of ths bandy
It will ba remembearad that Combs was killed on
the stracts of Manchester, Clay County, a yeay
RED

Another murdaer In the Boona FlIl conflict wag
that of Louis Lucas, whoze death was kept &
secret for several months. From tralls of blood
thnt led into the mountain fastnesses it wag
evident that others of the outlaws wers shog
and wounded, Howevar, tha axtent aof the worlg
ascomplished in this batils will never ba known.
Previous t3 this confllet it was not known thag
any of the Lurcas' ware involved.

Tn Aprdl, 1001, the law-ablding element in
every corner of the state daclared that Iawlsase
nass by the o Klux Kian in tha Letcher Coune
ty mountains must stop.

Gov. Beckham placed an ampls reward upon
tha heads of all the members of the autlaw
band. A dAétective, John W, Wright, a [eariosy
officer, who has landed mors eriminaln to justice
than any other man In the South, was first Lo
valuntesr his parvices,

At length ofMcors’ posse was organized,
comprising Nfteen men With Wright In the
lead, nnd with a bountiful supply of munitions,
went Inte the Foone's Fork Mountalins,
hent on running the autlaw hand to earth at &
rlsk of thelr lives After daye of ceaselesa nearch
the band was found In n fortification In a cava
on the lending mountain spur botween Millstons
CUreek and Boona Fork

- . -

they

Boy, 17, Is Killed
Hl'r\'. EVER, when the sofMicers” posss cone
fronted the outly the latter opened Mre,

half an hour & desperate battle waged. A

sputed leader of tho T Klux IKian wna a ¢rack
margaman; having won many priges whils in
camp ot Chickamauge Fark, Ga, durlng the
panish-Amaoris W
When the smoke cleared away voung Willls
Wrlzht 17-yuir-old san of the Iate Willlam
I LT . inated 1 the Ieynolds fac-
att, 1 endd upon the ground, a stoel ball hav-
Ing plerced his abome To ula-r:;u his fathar's
Jenth, yeous Wright bad Jolned the ‘oMcera’
Vo O 8 I e Millined of Tike ChHunt Lthe sec-
ond victim, lay dead Ve wos of Lthe officers
i fahn Henry Elkine a depnty sherift of
setvher Count vis desperalely wounded, The
ourth vietim was dangerously worinles
{0y Totin Resnold: wie mortaliy
il carrled Lo thHe satble enis
il UEST] 1 guardesd i
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Cirs Fraht with Riflcs
ny of the hettlen with the Ko Klux Klan,
(TN [T ] have Liven
I i ' [ 1]
1 fhe Lls Haoa s Vork Miss Nevia
(0 b il (8 TH | hering
| he th Ity il i hieel inte thia
nflict e In oed. il ¢ e r'e She Wiks
tlee last t read I uperifiuous to sn
r et r ¥
cruring i reign o the | Il IKlan in
1E Ly e 1l WL I the homs
O 1 I v prosperous fatmer, I his
shsapoe Trom o His 1é-year-old daugiiler
rustied outslde, Eilled ong of the outlitvs with
club, and, wresting his viNe from him, drove
the 1%
During sime moenlh Virginla Bill Fraley,
ant 80, living 1 Upper Troublesome Cresk, In
Koottt Clounis wWis tobbed and later imirdered
by the Kiux Wlar His wife, two years his

Flared and she was whipped

tringe

This ot

wised much excitement nmong
T

-abiding elomeont of Knott Counte
‘As Tong as the
will he n

tha

present generition survives
wre or Tesx Ko Klox Klan blood

whole of Eastein Kentooky *

spoké o prominent ofMclal of Latcher Coonly
10 the writar recontls
of tho conditions of Eastern Kentucky and her
peaple thun aunv othér man In L
caslonal outbreaks In Plke, Perry, Harlan and
Knatt

That oMelal knew mora

Thers are oc-

Woman Brutally Whipped
N the June following Mra, Mary Vanover was
unmercifully whipped at her homs on Lowar
Creek. Two resldences ware burnsd

In October, 1003, Tandy Branham, an old aut-

law feud lendsr and Ku Klux Kian organs
Izer, was hanged at Wise Courthouse, Va.,
for the murder of a man named Hobbs in a
Virginla mining town.
his departure from this state, killsg old man
Henry Vanover In Vanover's own vorn feld
on Elithorn Creek,
known untll he murdered Hobhg {n Virginia,

Eranham, fust befors

Hin whereabouts wore nn=




